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2 KINGS xx. 19. 


Then ſaid Hezekiah unto Iſaiah, Good is the 
'word of the Loxp which thou haſt ſpoken ; and he 
ſaid, Is it not good if Peace and Truth be in my Days? 


ug HIS King Hezekiah is reckoned 
among the beſt and moſt pious of all 4 
the Jewiſh Kings. From his firſt 


Diſorders both in Church and State, introduced in 
the preceding Reigns. He reſtored the true ety 
"Worſhip of God, and deſtroyed all the Monu- 1] 
ments of Idolatry; removed the high Places, brake 4 
the Images, cut down the Groves, and brake in 1 
Pieces the braſen Serpent, which in the preced- 
ing Times of Iniquity had been perverted into an 
Obje@ of idolatrous Worſhip. Under his Admi- 
niſtration the Kingdom of Judah was in a moſt 
flouriſhing Condition, for the Lord was with him, 
and he proſpered whither ſoever he went forth, in 
all the Wars which he was conſtrained to under- [| 
take in Defence of the Liberties of his Country; 14 
particularly againſt the A Jrian Monarch; from 34 


whoſe Inyaſion he met with a very remarkable 
5 2 De- 
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2 KINGS xx. 19. 


Then ſaid Hezekiah unto Ifaiah, Good is the 
word of the Loxp which thou haſt ſpoken ; and he 


ſaid, Is it not good if Peace and Truth be in my Days? 


ag HIS King Hezekiah is reckoned 
among the beſt and moſt pious of all 

[T {EY the Jewiſh Kings. From his firſt 
Entrance on the Government, he ſet 
"Scars himſelf to reform all the Abuſes and 
Diſorders both in Church and State, introduced in 
the preceding Reigns. He reſtored the true 
"Worſhip of God, and deſtroyed all the Monu- 
ments of Idolatry; removed the high Places, brake 
the Images, cut down the Groves, and brake in 
Pieces the braſen Serpent, which in the preced- 
ing Times of Iniquity had been perverted into an 
Obje@ of idolatrous Worſhip. Under his Admi- 
niſtration the Kingdom of Judah was in a moſt 
flouriſhing Condition, for the Lord was with him, 
and he proſpered whither ſoever he went forth, in 
all the Wars which he was conſtrained to under- 
take in Defence of the Liberties of his Country ; 
particularly againſt the 4/jjrian Monarch; from 


whoſe Inyaſion he met with a very remarkable 
* A 2 De- 


» 


6 


"2b 


— "TR 2 — — — 2 21 rr . — © 
; 


Deliverance cnt bpche bügel to ſtrike one 
Blow ; God ſending a deſtroying Angel, or a Blaſt 
as it is called T/a. xxxvii. 7. upon the 4ſſyrian 
Army in the Night; ſo that no leſs than an Hun- - 
dred fourſcore and five Thouſand were found 
dead Corpſes in the Morning ; which obliged the 
baughty Tyrant to raiſe the Siege of JT 
and retire with Precipitation to his own Land. 
We have an Account particularly in this Chapter 
of two very ſignal Fayours granted him, as the 
Reward of his ſteady Piety and Virtue. Fir, 
when he was at the point of Death, he had 
a Meſſage by the Prophet T/atah, that an Ad- 
dition ſhould be made to his Lite of fifteen 
Years; which muſt have been equally joy ful 
to the whole Nation, as himſelf; that ſo good 
a King, under whom they had been ſo happy and 
proſperous, was to be longer continued among 
them. And, Secondly, he had a Promiſe given 
him that his Country ſhould enjoy Peace and 
Quietneſs during his Reign; though afterwards, 
the Prophet tells him, it fhould fall a Prey to the 
Babylonians ; occaſioned by his own Vanity and 
Pride, in treating the Babylonian Ambaſſadors who 
were ſent to congratulate him on his Recovery, 
with ſuch Pomp and Magnificence, and ſhewing 
them all his Wealth and Treaſures; which he 
might well think would invite them to endeayour 
to make themſelves Maſters of them. Behola, ſaith 
the Prophet, he Days come that all that is in thine 
Houfe, and that which thy Fathers have laid p in 
fiore unto this Day, ſhall be carryed unto Babylon; 
nothing fhall be left, ſaith the Lord, And of thy 
Sos, that ſhall iſſue from thee, which thou ſhalt be- 


get, 


FE: 3 
get, (hall they take 5 and they ſhall be Eunuchs 


in the Palace of the King of Babylon. Verſes 17, 18. 
Tuis mortifying Meſſage the pious Hezekiah 
received with the utmoſt Humility and Reſigna- 
tion; acknowledging at the ſame Time with the 
higheſt Gratitude the Divine Goodneſs, in that the 
Deſtruction foretold by the Prophet was to be | 
reſpited for ſome Time, and not immediately to | 
take place; that he himſelf was not to be a Spec- a 
tator of theſe Diſaſters and Calamities which ſhould ih 
befal his Family and Country; but that he and 9 
they ſnould enjoy the Benefit of that Peace and 
Truth, which it had been the conſtant Attention 
of his whole Life to promote and eſtabliſh, during I 
his own Time. Good is the Word of the Lord, ſays 1 
he, which thou haſt ſpoken ; and he ſaid, Is it not | | 
good if I have Peace and Truth in 2 Days? Not j 
that we are to imagine ſo good a Man could be 
ſo ſelfiſh and ſo little Public- ſpirited as to have no 
Regard for Poſterity; no Concern what became 
of his Country when he was gone. One who had 
been fo vigilant and active for the Honour of 1 
God, the Purity of Religion, and Good of his | | 
Country, in his own Time, muſt certainly be 1 
preſumed to have been ſincerely deſirous that 1 
the Benefit of that Liberty and Truth, which was 
ſo dear to him, and which he had been at ſo much 
pains to eſtabliſh, ſhould deſcend and be tranſ- 
mitted to the moſt diſtant Generations. But being 
aſſured by the Prophet that ſome time or other 
his Country ſhould be involved in Ruin and De- 
ſolation ; he reckons it a ſignal Inſtance of the 
Goodneſs of God, that he was not to be a Spectator 1 
of ſuch Miſery and Diſtreſs, but that he ſhould 40 
E | be | | | 
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be taken away from the Evil to come, and enjoy 
firm Peace, and true Religion, during his own 
Days. FW. 3 

- Txt Application of this Paſſage to the preſent 
Occaſion 1s yery natural and obyious. It becomes 
us of theſe Nations with Voice of Joy and 
Triumph to celebrate the Praiſes of our Almighty 
Guardian that has watched over and preſeryed our 
Religion and Liberties ; by whoſe good Provi- 
dence we are ſtill in Poſſeſſion of theſe valuable 
Intereſts, notwithſtanding the repeated Attempts 
of our Enemies to undermine and deftroy them ; 


and particularly of /ate, has delivered us from an 


inteſtine and foreign War; both which for ſome 
time had a very threatning Aſpect, and were juſtly 
terrible to every Lover of Liberty and Truth; ſo 
that we have Reſt from all our Enemies within 
and without ; and enjoy the comfortable Proſpect 
of the ſecure and quiet Poſſeſſion of our Liberty 
and Religion, we hope not only in our own Days 
(which even it ſelf were a moſt valuable Bleſſing) 
but of tranſmitting theſe intire to future and diſtant | 
Generations. Is it not good? Is it not an in valu- 
able Bleſſing, deſerving our moſt grateful Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, that the Enemies of Liberty, 
and of pure reformed Chriſtianity, have been once 
more defeated in their Deſign of binding upon us 
the grievous Yoke of Popery and Arbitrary Pow- 
er; by which means our civil and religious Li- 
berties have received an Additional Strength and 
Security; and, we truſt in Him who has hitherto 
helped us, ſhall be continued and preſerved not 
only in our Days, but as long as the Name of 
Great-Britain ſhall be heard in the World. la 
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7 
IN diſcourſing farther from theſe Words, I ſhall, 
Firſt, conſider what we are to underſtand by 
Peace, and Truth. 


Secondly, ſhew that the Freſervation and Con- 
tinuance of our Peace and Truth is a juſt Foun- 


dation for our moſt affect ionate Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs to God.-------And then Conclude 
with ſome ſuitable Application. 

Pack in general, fignifies the quiet and un- 
diſturbed Enjoyment of our natural and civil 
Rights; and may be diſtinguiſhed into Private 
and Publick. Private, is that Harmony, Friend- 
ſhip and good Underſtanding, ſubſiſting between 
particular Perſons, Families, and Neighbour- 
hoods; founded on the Practice of Juſtice and 
Equity; and a mutual intercourſe of Civilities, 
and friendly good Offices. Public Peace, re- 
garding Communities, and Bodies politic, which 
is that here principally meant; is, either internal, 
or, external. Internal, oppoſed to civil Feuds and 
Animoſities, is founded on the mutual conſpiring 
of the ſeveral Members of the Body politic to 
one common End, the Public Good; when all in 
their ſeveral Stations with Zeal and Integrity diſ- 
charge their reſpective Duties; preferring the 


General Intereſt to all private and ſelfiſh Conſi- 


derations ; thoſe in the quality of Subjects obey- 
ing, not only for Wrath but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake, the Laws framed for Public Good; and 
thoſe whom they have conſtituted their Governors 
faithtully diſcharging their Truſt,by being Ter rors 
to Evil-doers, and a praiſe to them that do well ; 
taking care that the Laws be duly executed, and 


Juſtice impartially and uprightly adminiſtred J 
pro- 


—— — ————— DH— 


protecting every my Subject without diſtinction 

| in the poſſeſſion of his Rights and Liberties ; and 

| acting always within the Bounds of Law; arro- 
gating no more Power and Authority than their 
Conſtituents have ſeen proper to inveſt them with. 
Such mutual confpiring of all Ranks to promote 
the Common Good, each keeping within his own 
proper Sphere, muſt produce the moſt delightful 
Concord and Harmony ; and be the Foundation 
of inexpreſſible Joy and Felicity, reſembling that 
of the perfect, angelic World. Which will be 
broken in upon by either Party turaing licentious, 
and not keeping within their proper Bounds ; 
when the People will not be bound by the Laws, 
but turn factious and rebellious, and fall into 
Tumults and Inſurrections; or the Governors 
will rule without and contrary to Law, and break 
through all the Securities the People have for the 
enjoyment of their Rights and Priviledges; in 
either of which Caſes, the Party injured, if the 
other will not hearken to Reaſon, bas a Right, 
for reſtoring the Conſtitution, to have recourſe to 
Force ; the Magiſtrate, for ſuppreſſing Rebellion; 
the People, for reſtraining the Exorbitances of the 
Magiſtrate, and vindicating their Liberties againſt 
his tyrannical Uſurpations. For it would be hard 

that civil Soiciety ſhould bring Men into worſe 
Circumſtances than they were in, in a State of 
Nature; by depriving them of the Right of Self- 
Defence againſt ſuch as invade their Rights; though | 
it muſt be. owned, in the preſent Cale, forcible 
Meaſures are not to be precipitately gone into, or 
warrantable, except in caſe of extreme Neceſlity. 


Peace external, is that good Harmony which 
9 INE ſubſiſts 
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5 
ſubſiſts between a State and neighbouring Com- 
munities, w ho, with regard to each other, ate in a 
State of Nature; founded on the mutual friendly 
Ceſſion of each others Rights and Liberties ; and 
the inviolate Obſervation of all Treaties and Com- 
paQts.----By Truth is to be underſtood true and 
pure Religion; the belief and worſhip of the only 
living and true God, in Oppoſition to Idolatry 
and every Species of falſe Religion.---=--So that 
what Hezekiah is ſo thankful for, and reckons ſo 
deſirable a Circumſtance in his Countrys caſe, 
was, that it ſtill remained a free and independent 
Nation; not inflaved to any foreign Power; not 
disjointed by inteſtine Faction and Animoſity ; 
but that it {till continued, and he had the Proſpect 
of its continuing much longer, to be governed by 
its own Laws ; and every man fat quietly under 
his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, poſſ- 
eſſed of his civil Rights and Privileges, undiſtur- 
bed by Civil Contention from within, or Hoſti- 
lities from abroad ; and moreover, that it enjoyed 
not only civil but religious Liberty; the purity 
of Religion, and the Freedom of worſhipping 
God according to his own Inſtitutions and Ap- 
pointments,----Peace and ruth then comprehend 
whatever can be dear and valuable to us as Men 
and Chriſtians; Liberty, civil and religious ; 
which we have no leſs reaſon to boaſt of, and be 
thankful for, than this pious and good King had. 
By the good Providence of God, we ſtill enjoy 
Peace and Truth, the Bleſſings of civil and reli- 
gious Liberty. We are delivered from an expen- 
five and bloody War abroad, into which our 
own, and the Liberties of Europe, that were in 

_ imminent 


10 
imminent Danger, conſtrained us to enter; and we 
are delivered from a turbulent Faction among our 
ſelves; which lately roſe to ſuch an height as to 
alarm us with juſt Apprehenſions, if not of final 
Ruin to the Conſtitution, at leaſt of being engaged 
in a tedious and bloody Civil War. And beſides, 
we enjoy Truth, the Proteſtant reformed Religion; 
the Privilege of reading the Scriptures ; of inquir- 
ing freely after Truth ; of ſpeaking our Senti- 
ments in Matters of Religion, and worſhipping 
God according to our Conſciences, without Re- 
| ſerve or Fear; which glorious and noble Advan- 
tages, if the Diſturbers of our Peace had ſucceed- 
ed in their Deſigns, our Enemy on the Continent, 
or the Jacobite Faction at Home along with 
our civil Liberties, had been entirely deſtroyed. 
It is therefore ſurely our moſt reaſonable Service 
with grateful Hearts to praiſe the ſupreme Go- 
vernour ; by whoſe wiſe and kind Providence 
theſe Tumults and Confuſions have been over- 
ruled, and conducted to ſo happy an Iſſue; that 
we enjoy perfect Peace and Tranquility at Home 
and Abroad; and the common Enemy particular- 
ly hath not been able to make ſuch Progreſs as 
was juſtly to be feared, both from the Wiſdom - 
and Firmneſs of his councils, and his ſuperior 
Force. We have no reaſon that I Know of to 
ſacrifice to our own Net, or to burn Incenſe to our 
own Drag; to aſcribe much to our own Policy and 
good Conduct; but on the contrary, all the reaſon 
in the World to ſay, that, except the Lord had 
been on our fide our Enemies had ſwallowed us up; 
and to refer the Peace and Quietneſs we enjoy to 
kind Providence, that has always remarkably in- 
x DET terpoled 
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terpoſed in our behalf, An we have been evil 
and unthankful. It is God that makes Peace, as 
well as creates Evil; to him therefore let us pay 
the juſt Tribute of the moſt chearful Adorations 
and Thankſgivings ; whoſe is the Kingdom, and the 
Glory, and the Victory; who maketh Wars to ceaſe 
to the Ends of the Earth; who breaketh the Bow, 
and cutteth the Spear aſunder, and burneth the 
Chariots in the Fire. Againſt Him there is no 
Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Strength. He 
turneth wiſe Men backward, and maketh their 
Knowledee Jude, and ſets Bounds to the Ambition 
of proud Oppreſſors, ſo that they cannot diſturb 
the World any longer than he pleaſetn. 

Bur I come to the Second Head, to ſhew, that 
the Preſervation and Continuance of our Peace and 
Truth is a juſt Foundation for our moſt affeQi- 
onate Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to God. And, 
to- excite our Gratitude to him on this Occaſion, 
it will be of uſe to recollect and employ our Me- 
ditations on theſe following Particulars. Firf, 
the great and ineſtimable Value of theſe Bleſſings, 
Peace and Truth. Secondly, the many Dangers 
and Difficulties through which they have been 
from time to time continued and tranſmitted to us. 
And, Thirdly, that they have been preſerved to 
us, when all other Nations almoſt have been ſuf- 
fered to ſink into the moſt abject Slavery and 
Bondage. 2] 

Firft, the great and ineſtimable Value of Peace 
and Truth. With regard to Peace, how deſirable 
is it to be delivered from a foreign War, attend- 
ed with ſo great Expence of Men and Treaſure, 
Loſs of our Commerce 3 and Diſcouragement 

2 of 
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ö of our Manufactures at Home; the grand Sources 
| of the Flouriſhing and Proſperity of a Nation ? 
| And how deſireable to have Peace not only with- 
out, but within our Borders; ſo that Violence 
and Deſtruction is no longer heard in our Land; 
but our Conſtitution remains ſafe, and we have 
the peaceable Enjoyment of our civil Rights and 
Liberties? For indeed the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
civil Liberty is what alone deſerves the Name of 
Peace. Can a people with any propriety be ſaid 
to have Peace, where Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Power prevails ? M hoſe Lives and Properties lie 
intirely at the Mercy and Humour of the Tyrant, 
who inſtead of being the Father, is the Scourge 
and Terror of his Subjects? Thoſe that tamely 
ſubmit to lawleſs Power may fancy they enjoy 
Peace and Quietneſs; but it is only the Shadow 
of it. For what avails their being protected from 
foreign Inſults and Invaſions, ſo long as there is a 
domeftic Enemy, always preying upon their Vi- 
tals who makes no other Uſe of his Power but 
to oppreſs ; and whatever Encouragement he may 
{peciouſly give to Arts and Induſtry, does it 
with no generous View to promote the Happi- 
neſs of his Subjects; but that he may enrich and 
agerandiſe himſelf from their Spoils, and be 
able to command at Pleaſure the Means of grati- 
| | ſying his Ambition and Covetouſneſs ? Judge 
| wherher People in this Condition are in a State 
of Peace or War ? Open War indeed there may 
not be; but ſurely, it every thing that is manly 
and generous be not intirely ſubdued, there muſt 
beinward Rancour and Animoſity in their Hearts, 
and a Diſpoſition in ſuch People to aſſert their 
BE oe Liberty, 
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Liberty, whenever it is in their Power. There 
can be no Reaſon for being at Peace with a Ty- 
rant, I mean that there is not an open Rupture, 
but want of Power to reſiſt ; which all Tyrants 
are fully ſenſible of; and therefore take care to 
{ſecure themſelves, and prevent all ſuch Accidents, 
by ſtanding Armies; knowing that their Thrones 
are not eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs. No People 
then can in any proper ſenſe be ſaid to enjoy 
Feace who are ſubje& to Tyranuy ; and whoſe 
Lives and Properties ſolely depend on the Cap- 
rice and Will of their Sovereign. Thanks to 
God! this is not our Caſe; we enjoy Civil 
Liberty in the fulleſt extent. 

And what a valuable Poſſeſſion this is, muſt 
readily occur to every one who conſiders the 
wretched Condition of thoſe Nations that groan 
under Slavery; or is in the leaſt acquainted 
with the Hiſtory of ſome former Reigns in Eng- 
land, when ſome of our Kings attempted to 
break through our Conſtitution, and to govern 
Arbitrarily. Who can read the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Times, but with the higheſt Indignation and 
Abhorrence of the Tyrants, and their cruel Pro- 
ceedings againſt Men, whoſe only Crime was 


their Honeſty and Integrity, oppoſing their 


lawleſs Meaſures, and Incroachments on the 
Conſtitution, and bravely refuſing to fall down 
and worſhip the Image of Arbitrary Power, which 
they had ſet up? How naturaly, upon Compari- 
ſon of former 'Times with our own, muſt this 
Sentiment occur to every Perſon 3 Is it not good 


| that I have Pence 177 my Days 7 that I. live under 


à mild and equitable Government; tender of the 
| Rights 


I 


I 
Rights and Liberties of The Subject; never diſ- 
penſing with the Laws, nor attempting any un- 
due Stretch of Prerogative; that collects no Ship- 
Money, raiſes no Subſidies without Authority of 
Parliament, grants no Monopolies to the Ruin of 
Trade, impriſons no Perſons againſt Law; com- 
mits none of thoſe Violences, which were here- 
tofore ſo grievous and oppreſſive. The Preſer- 


vation and ſecurity of Peace and Liberty was 


the very original Reaſon and End of Civil Go- 
vernment; that, by the united Strength and Force 
of Many, the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the 
ſeveral Individuals might be more ſecure againſt 
the Invaſions of unreaſonable and injurious Men; 
that Juſtice and Fidelity, without which there 
could be no human Society, might be maintained 
and ſupported; and that ſuch whom Reaſon, 
Conſcience, and Honour, would not bind, might 
be compelled by force to act for the good of Society. 
And ſurely, if Exiſtence be a Bleſling, 
this muſt be ſo too; to have the peaceable En- 
joyment of our Liberties and Properties, and to 
have theſe effectually ſecured againſt the Attempts 
of the Violent and Injurious. For what is Life 


without Liberty? Death to every Perſon, that has 


the leaſt Manlineſs and Generofity of Heart, is 
more eligible than Life in Slavery, Liberty is 
generally reckoned ſo valuable that, to preſerve 
and ſecure it, all, who are ſenfible of the Sweets 
of it, are willing to run the greateſt Hazards. 
For it they will launch out into all the Toils 
and Calamitics of War, and chuſe rather to loſe 
their Lives than part with it. War is-far from 
being eligible, if we conſider the Bloodſhed 7 0 
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Deſolation that odds it; yet theſe Inconve- 
niencies are willingly ſubmitted to for the Pre- 
ſervation and Security of Liberty and Peace. 
And it is honourable ſo to do. Bravely to re- 
ſiſt Tyranny and unjuſt Force, in Defence of Li- 
berty, meets with Univerſal Approbation and 
Applauſe. We cannot read the Character of a 
true Patriot, or hear of thoſe Heroes who have 
hazarded or loſt their Lives for their own or 
Countrys Liberty, without the warmeſt and moſt 
affectionate Sentiments of Love and Eſteem. 
On the other hand, thoſe are univerſally judged 
contemptible, and loſt to all Senſe of the Dig- 
nity of Human Nature, who fit down content= 
edly under Slavery, and ſtupidly prefer any 
other worldly Intereſt to Liberty. Indeed a Man 
deprived of it can have no other worldly In- 
tereſt worth contending for. | 
Tx1s is the general Senſe of Mankind. Love 
of Liberty is a Principle implanted and as deeply 
rooted in Human Nature as the Love of Life ; 
nay in every generous Mind it 1s much itronger. 
All Men are born to it, and hold this Privilege 
by the ſame Grant and Tenure they do their Lives. 
The contrary indeed has been ſtrenuouſly con- 
tended for by ſome ambitious Kings; and a cer- 
tain Set of Men, who, for obvious Reaſons, have 
been always ready to do their Drudgery, and, to 
make their court more effectualy to them, have 
endeavoured to pave the way to Deſpotic Govern- 
ment in theſe Nations, by propagating and in- 
culcating ſuch goodly Principles as theſe : That we 
are all born Slaves; and that the King is inveſted by 
God with an abſolute and incontrolable Power 1 * 
is 
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16 
his Subjects; and that it is a damnable Sin on ally 
Pretence whatſoever for a People to take up Arms 
againſt the King, be he ever ſo great a Tyrant, 
whether he keep Faith with his Subjects or not, 
whether he acts with or without Law. We freely 
own that while he acts as a King, according to the 
good and wholeſome Laws which the Society has 
thought proper to eſtabliſh, he ought chearfully 
to be obeyed, and his Adminiſtration protected 
againſt all Inſults. But when he abuſes his Power, 
for oppreſſing inſtead of protecting his Subjects, 
has he not then «nking'd himſelf? Is he not to 
be conſidered as a Traitor to the Society; and 
conſequently is not all manner of Obligation be- 
tween Him and his Subjects intirely diſſolved ? 
This is the Principle upon which the Revolution 
ſands, and our preſent Conſtitution ; and it is per- 
fectly agreeable to the DiCtates of Human Nature, 
to the great Laws of Selt-preſeryation and Reſent- 
ment, that prompt us to conſult our own Intereſt, 
and vigorouſly reſiſt all Attacks that may be 
made on our Lives and Properties. Nor does 
it give any Encouragement to Rebellion ; for 
it was never pleaded that eyery Overſight in 
the Supreme Magiſtrate, who is not infallible, 
will juſtify ſuch violent Meaſures; but only 
when the Adminiſtration is generally and wilfuly 
corrupt; and there appears a plain Deſign through 
the Whole to ſubvert the Conſtitution. Such 
{laviſh Principles have no Foundation in Nature 
and Reaſon ; and certainly Revelation cannot con- 
tain any Doctrine or Precept inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and contrary to a plain and eſſential Law 


of Nature. If we examine Chriſtianity, we will 
find 


- ——— 


——_—_—— 3 — — ——— — 
— — — 
— —— — ——— —äͤ— — ——— — 


. 

find indeed, that it 3 as is very reaſon- 
able to be believed, Obedience to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate; who is the Mini ſten of God to us for 
Good, appointed to be a Terror to Evil-doers, 
and a Praiſe to them that do well; and as 
long as he acts up to his Character, agreeably 
to the true Deſign and Intent of his Office, Re- 


ſiſtance no doubt is a great Immorality, juſtly 


puniſhable by the Magiſtrate, who is inveſted 


with the S word for this very Purpole to ſuppreſs 
Diſturbers of the Public Peace, ſuch as ſet theme 
ſelves to obſtruct the due Courſe of Law and 
Juſtice. But it is not any where ſaid, that if he 


be a Terror to Mell-doers, and an Encourager of 


fuch as do Evil; if the plain Deſign of his Admi- 


niſtration be to oppreſs and in/lave inſtead of 


proteing his Subjects in their Rights and Liber- 


ties, that the People may not take the neceſſary 
Meaſures for their own Preſeryation and Defence. 
Such a Magiſtrate is the very Reverſe of a Mi- 
niſterof God, according to St. Paul's Deſcription ; 
and therefore to reſiſt him cannot be reſiſting God 
and his Ordinance ; unleſs you will ſay that Ty- 


ranny and Oppreſſion are Gods Ordinance. If 


any Syſtem pretending to the Character of Di- 
vine Revelation contained any ſuch Doctrines and 


Principles, this would furniſh an Argument a- 


gainſt the Authority of it not very eaſy to be 


anſweret. 8 
Tnus we may fee the great and ineſtimable 


Value of Civil Liberty; and no leſs to be valued 
is the peaceable Poſſeſſion of Truth and Religious 


Liberty. Indeed theſe two generally ſtand and 


fall together. Once a Perſon has got into his 
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Hands the abſolute Power in Zemporals, he pro- 
cceds naturally to aſſume the ſame in Spirituals; 
to model the Faith and Religion of his Subjects, 
and to reſtrain all Freedom of religious Inquiry, 
as a neceſſary Means, in his Judgment, to the 
Peacefulneſs and Security of Civil Government; 
though it ſeems plain that if Religion were left 
free, fo as Men were to have no worldly Intereſt 
one way or another, that would be a more effec- 
tual Means to prevent troubleſome Diſputes and 
Contentions. And this actually would have 
been the Caſe with regard to theſe Nations, had 
our Enemies prevailed. Along with our Civil, 
we had loſt our Religious Liberty ; the reformed 
Religion would have been baniſhed, and the Land 
overſpread with Popiſh Darkneſs. Is it not good 
then, that we enjoy Truth as well as Peace? That 
the moſt ſacred of all Rights, that of Conſcience 
and Private Fudement, is preſerved to us; that 
we have the Liberty of reading the Scriptures ; 
of judging freely, and profeſſing our religious Sen- 
timents without Moleſtation in all Points that do 
not affect the Peace of Society? And Diſſenters 
in particular, when they look back upon former 
Times, and conſider the Hardſhips their Forefathers 
ſuffered in every Reign from the Reformation to the 
Revolution; (or, I ſhould rather fay the taking 
Place of the Hanover Succeſſion) certainly have 
ſpecial Reaſon to rejoice, and be thankful for 
the Freedom and Tranquility they enjoy. What 
a Happineſs is it, that we may now ferve God 
without Fear, and worſhip Him in the Way we 
judge moſt agreeable to His Will, without run- 
ning the Hazard of enormous Fines, being confined 
Os 5 to 
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to athſome Dungeons, or forced to ſeek Shelter in 


foreign Lands? We ſuffer no Hardſhips now on 
account of Religion excepting ſuch as are nega- 
tive; I mean, our being put upon a Level with 
the notorious and avowed Enemies of the Con— 
ſtitution, by being legally diſqualified from ſerv- 
ing his Majeſty and the Public in any Places of 
Truſt; for this very Reaſon and no other, becauſe 
we conſcientiouſly ſcruple the Terms of Contor- 
mity. For Difleyalty and Diſaffection to the 
Government, is not, cannot be alleged; ſince 
when there are public Ends to ſerve which re- 
quire our Aſſiſtance, the Penal Law is ſuper- 
ſeded as long as the Neceſlity for our Service 
continues. This Incapacity, though it be com- 
plained of as a Grievance, a Hardſhip we are 
laid under on account of Religion, and a Vio- 
lation of the common Rights of Subjects; Proteſa 
tant Diſſenters notwithſtanding, when they con- 
ſider the Severities their Predeceſſors ſuffered in 
ſormer Reigus, think their Condition very eligible 
under the preſent Adminiſtration; and are ſincere- 
ly thankful for the Protection and Tranquility 
they enjoy; that the Government has put it out 
of the Power of their Enemies to harraſs and op- 
preſs them; who, if they were not muzzled, ſtill 
retain the Diſpoſition to tear and devour. Though 
ſtill, they cannot help thinking it a deſireable 
Circumſtance, and what they may expect ſome 
time or other from a Proteſtant Government ſo 
mild and equitable, that this Grievance ſhould 
be redreſſed; that ſuch a valuable Body of Pro- 
reſtants, whole Loyalty has been always untainted, 
ſhould be reftored to their Rights equally with 

C 2 | other 
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other Proteſtant 8b WY : hich they think both 
Religion and good Policy concur to recommend; 


Hurting Men in any Degree for their religious O. 


pinions, being, they apprehend, no way agreeable 
to the former ; nor dividing, and conſequently 
weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt, to the latter. It 
cannot well, we think, be taken amiſs that we 
ſhould thus preſume * repreſent our Grievances. 
To receive and hear Grievances is a great part of 
the Buſineſs of the Legiſlature; and to redreſs 


them, their great Glory. We are in a miſerable 


Condition indeed, if we may not be allowed to 
complain when we think we are hurt; and to 
give our Reaſons with all Modeſty and Sub- 
miſſion. 


Bur let us conſider, Secondly, through how many 
Risks and Hazards theſe valuable Bleſſings have 


come down to us ; for our Gratitude for any Mer- 
cy will natarally riſe in Proportion to the Dif- 


ficulty in the firſt purchaſing, or, the Danger in any 
future Period of loſing it. How often have our Civil 
and Religious Liberties been in Danger? And 
how many brave and worthy Men of our An- 
ceſtors have ſacrificed their Blood and Treaſure to 
purchaſe and ſecure to us this glorious Inheri- 
tance? From abroad we have always had Ene- 
mies conſpiring againſt us; but our greateſt Ha- 


zards have been from Attempts within our ſelves. 


It is well known, that during the whole laſt 
Century almoſt, through a Succeſſion of ſeveral 
Reigns, violent Attempts were made to impoſe - 
Abſolute Government and Popery upon theſe 
Nations ; all of them gloriouſly defeated ; firſt, 
by the noble Stand made for Liberty again the 

violent 
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21 
violent and arbitrarh TIO of the Court, by 
the worthy and ever memorable Patriots of the 
Long Parliament, and their Succeflors in the fol- 
lowing Reigns; to whoſe Intrepidity and Sted- 
dineſs, and the Spirit by their Means diffuſed 
throughout the Nation, we owe it, that our 
I. iberties were not utterly deſtroyed paſt Re- 
demption. And, to finiſh this great and noble 
Work, when thoſe ambitious Princes had 7/led 
uf the Meaſure of their Iniquities, God raiſed up 

ing WILLIAM of glorious Memory, who not 
only took Care to reinſtate us in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of our Liberty and Religion; but, to 
eſtabliſh theſe on a ſure and laſting Foundation, 
provided that Limitation of the Succeſſion which 
now ſo happily takes place; and was at firſt 
brought about ſo ſeaſonably, as many of you 
may remember, that it cannot but be looked 
upon as a moſt remarkable Interpoſition of Di- 
vine Providence in behalf of Liberty and Truth. 
For the Pit was dug, and the Net ſpread, and 
our Enemies travailed with Miſchief and Iniquity ; 
then God aroſe to plead his own Cauſe ; and ſaved 
theſe valuable Intereſts from the fatal Blow ready 
to be ſtruck, which have fince flouriſhed, and we 
hope ever will, under a Succeſſion of truly Pro- 
teſtant Princes. And /aftly, to come down to our 
own Times; God has given us a New Inſtance 
of his Favour in delivering us from a late for- 
midable Conſpiracy againſt our Liberties; from a 
Jaccbite Inforredtion, ftirred up and ſeconded by 
the grand Enemy of Civil and Religious Liberty, 
much elated by his Succeſſes, and who 'was 
making ſuch rapid Progreſs, that once there 
| ſeemed 
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22 
ſeemed but a Day between him and the Empire 
of the Weſtern World. Some Advantages have 
been gained in the Courſe of the laſt War which 
cannot but be ground of great Joy to every true 
Lover of Liberty. As jrft, theſe Kingdoms 
have been well purged of noxious and malignant 
Humours by the Suppreſſion of the late Rebellion; 
and ſecondly, the Affairs of a neighbouring Re- 
public, our natural Ally, are fixed on a better 
Footing. It has recovered in ſome Degree its 
antient Luſtre, and 1s put into the Hands of a 


Prince, who, we hope, inherits the Spirit of his 


Anceſtors, and will make it the Buſineſs of his 
Life to check the ambitious Views of France. 
Theſe are Adyantages of no ſmall Importance to 
the Preſervation and Security of our Peace and 
Truth, which afford an agreeable Proſpect to 
every Well-wiſher to theſe Intereſts, not only for 
our Days, but ſucceeding Times. 

Laſtly, As a ſtrong Motive to excite our Thank- 
fulneſs to God, let us conſider, that theſe Bleſ- 
ſings have been preſerved and continued to us, 
when all the Nations around us almoſt have been 
ſuffered to fink into the moſt abject Slavery and 
Bondage. Moſt other Nations of Europe were 
once poſſeſſed of Liberty as well as we, as their 
Hiſtories teſtify ; which likewiſe ſhew the ſeveral 
Steps by which they loſt it ; through Indolence 
and Puſillanimity on one hand, and the gradual 
Incroachments of Ambitign on the other. And 
doubtleſs we ſhould long cre now been in the 
ſame Condition, if God, in his good Providence, 
who delighted in us, and choſe us for his pecu- 
tar People, had not raiſed up ſome Magnanimous 

e Spirits. 


Spirits, who boldly A el their Liberties, 
and manfully hazarded their Lives and Fortunes 
in reſiſting the arbitrary Meaſures of ſome of our 
Kings; which ſucceeded ſo well, that at length 
our Conſtitution was ſettled on that ſtable and 
ſolid Baſis whereon it now ſtands. Many of 
our illuſtrious Progenitors, of whom the World 
was not worthy, earneſtly deſired to ſee theſe 
happy Days of Peace and Truth which we fee, 
and have not ſeen them; but had Trial of cruel 
Mockings, and Scourgings, of Bonds and Impriſon- 
ments; being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented ; they 
wandred in Deſarts, and in Mountains, and in Dens 
and Caves of the Earth ; and were tortured, not 
accepting Deliverance ; but God, in his great 
Goodneſs, has provided ſome better Things for us; 
and bleſſed are your Eyes, for they ſee.----ls it not 
good then, that we have Peace and Truth in our. 
Days? Bleſſings in themſelves ſo valuable, ſecur- 
ed and tranſmitted to our Times through a Series 
of ſuch Hazards and Difficulties, and continued 
to us, when all other Nations almoſt are galled 
with the heavy Yoke of Civil and Religious 
Slavery. | 
Mur remains then, but that all of us be ex- 
horted to a right Improvement of this Goodneſs 
of God to us; that we make him ſuitable Re- 
turns for his diſtinguiſhing Favour and Mercy. 
Let us remember with Gratitude his marvellous 
Works that he hath done; by whoſe good Provi- 
dence we find our ſelves in ſuch an agreeable 
Situation, and have got ſo goodly an Heritage. 
We owe it to Divine Providence that we enjoy 
any Peace and Happineſs in the World wo 
ave 


4 
have not been a deſtroyed by cruel 
and ambitious Men. He that /ets Bounds to the 
Ocean, and that ſtills the noiſe of the Waves, quella 
likewiſe the Tumults of the People, and reſtrains 
the ſavage Luſts and Paſſions of Men, otherwiſe 
the World would ſoon run into inconceiyable 
Diſorder and Confuſion. God has a Hook for 
theſe Leviathans, and a Bridle tor thoſe wild and 
untractable, thoſe quarrelſome and turbulent. 
Spirits, and reſtains the Remainder of their 
Wrath ; fo that they can go no greater Lengths 
than he for wiſe and good Purpoſes ſhall permit. 
Let us therefore #ruſ# in the Lord with all our 
Hearts, and praiſe him with joyful Lips, and in 
all our Ways acknowledge Him. Let us, in Pro- 
portion to its Value and Importance, prize and 


eſteem and ſand faſt in that Liberty wherewith 
God hath made us free; abhorring and deteſting 


all Principles that tend to Slayery, and propa- 
gating the contrary all we can ; the Fathers to 
the Children making known Gods Truth, and his 
wonderful Works.-----Let us be good Subjects to 
that mild and gracious Government we live un- 
der; offering up our continual Interceſſions for 
our King and his Royal Family ; that they may 


long reign over theſe Nations, to be the Patrons 


of Liberty and Truth, and the happy Inſtru- 
ments of perpetuating theſe invaluable Bleſſings 
to us. And, finally, as we enjoy the 
Bleſſings of pure reformed Religion; as we are 
indulged the Privilege of reading the Scriptures, 
and of free Religious Inquiry ; let us with all 
Freedom and Impartiality ſearch after Truth our 
ſelyes, and encourage the like Freedom of In- 


quiry 
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quiry 1n others, as the only beſt Means to the 
ſolid Eſtabliſhment of Truth, and the detecting 
and overthrowing all Impoſture and Superſti- 
tion; which were at firſt introduced, and are ſtill 
ſupported, by the Force and Dint of human 
Authority. Truth never will flouriſh in the 
World, till every Degree of ſpiritual Tyranny 
and Domination over Conſcience be ſet aſide; 
and Men, delivered from the Shackles and Fet- 
ters of Authority, be permitted without running 
any Hazard, freely to uſe their own Reaſon and 
Underſtanding in religious Matters. Nor with- 
out this can there be a thorough revival of prac- 
tical Religion. For what Influence can that 
Faith be ſuppoſed to have, which fands only 
in the Wiſdom of Men, and is not the Reſult of 
impartial Inquiry, and rational Conviction ? Dif- 
ferent religious Sentiments in this Caſe are indeed 
unavoidable. Nor can this be attended with 
any Confuſion or Diſturbance, if Men, free fiom 
Pride and party Spirit, and a furious intemperate 
Zeal, will but practiſe the Chriſtian Leſſon of 
Moderation, and do to others as they would de- 
fire they (hould do to them; putting on, as the 
Elk of God, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, 
Forbearance, and Charity, which is the Bond of 
PerfeFneſs. Let brotherly Love continue, not- 
withſtanding different Sentiments in ſmaller Mat- 
ters. Let us not Judge and deſpiſe, but forbear 
one another in Love; and wherein we are agreed 
(which are the Eſſentials of Religion) der us 
walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame Thing ; 
receiving one another, as Chriſt alſo received us, 
to the Glory of God. But if ye bite and devour one 
D another, 
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6 1. 
another, take heed that ye be not conſumed one of 


another. Hatred, Variance, Emulations and Strifes, 


are the Works of the Fleſh ; but the Fruit of the 
Spirit, is Love, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
and Goodneſs. Hereby only ſhall we evidence 
our ſelyes worthy of the excellent Privileges 
and Adyantages we enjoy, and adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour, by growing in divine Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, and abounding in the 
Fruits of Piety, Righteouſneſs, and Charity. 
The greater our Means are of Knowledge and 
Information, the greater is our Obligation to 
Holineſs and Purity; and Wickedneſs derives 
in Proportion an additional Aggrayation and 
Malignity. That Servant which knew his Lords 
Will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did accord- 
ing to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. 
If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin; but 
now, ye ſay, we ſee; therefore your Sin remaineth. 
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Ps a1M XXXIII. I. 


Rejoice in the Lord, O ye Righteous ; for 
| Praiſe is comely for the Upright. Or, 
as in our Pſalter Tranſlation, recited 
on this Day, Rejoyce in the Lord, O 
ye Righteous, for it becometh well the 


7 uſt to be Thankful. 


HERE was once a Riotous Aſſem- 
gl bly at Epheſus, wherein the grea- 
ter Part knew not wherefore they 
were come together; fo as the Mul- 
titude were only in Surprize and 
If there be any ſuch diſorderly 
Crouds and Tumults, in the Corners of our 
Streets; yet I hope here, in the Church of Goa, 
and in the Preſence of God, we are in no vain 
Amuſements, We know the Occaſion of our 
being now gathered together, and intend to an- 
{wer the true Occaſion, of expreſſing our Jay, 
and returning our Thanks and Praiſe to the 
Giver of all good Things, for our late Eſcape, 
and Deliverance from an Ungodly, and Unna- 
tural Rebellion. A 2 We 
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4 A Thankſgiving SERMON. 


We are better inform'd of that Occaſion, by 
the Words of the King, in his Royal Proclama- 
tion,“ That he does moſt devoutly and thank- 
* fully acknowledge the great Goodneſs and | 
* Mercy of Almighty God, who hath afforded | 
* him his Protection and Aſſiſtance, and given 
* Succels to his Councils and Arms, in ſup— 
preſſing the late unnatural Rebellion, raiſed 
within this Kingdom, by Wicked and Deſpe- 
rate Men, with Deſign to Depoſe and Mur- 
der and to ſubvert the Religion, Laws and | 
Liberties of theſe Kingdoms, and to ſet on the | 
Throne thereof, a Popiſh Pretender, Bred up | 
and Inſtructed in Romiſb Superſtition, and Ar- | 
bitrary Principles ; whereby His W and | 
his Kingdoms, are delivered from the Miſeries 
and Calamities that conſtantly enſue an In- 
teſtine War; and the Publick Peace and Tran- 

; is reſtored. And therefore duly con- 

* fidering, that ſuch great and publick Bleſſings, 
do call for Solemn and Publick Acknow- 
ledgments, the King has Appointed and Com- 
manded, that a General THANKSGIVING 
to Almighty God for theſe His Mercies, be 
this Day obſerved, Religiouſly obſerved by 
all His Loving Subjects, as they tender the 
Favour of Almighty God, and upon pain of 
ſuffering ſuch Puniſhment, as he may juſtly 
inflict upon all ſuch, who ſhall contemn or 
neglect the Performance of ſo Religious and 
* Neceſlary a Duty. 
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Now, in our Publick Office of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving on this Day, the Firſt Pſalm ap- 
pointed to be taken into our Mouths, as proper 
and ſuitable to the Affections of every Honeſt 
Heart, beginneth with the Text, Rejoyce in the 
Lord, O ye Righteous, for it becometh well the 
Fuſt to be thankful or, Praiſe is comely for 
the Upright. 

The Pfalm is ſuppoſed to have been ſet to 
Muſick by David, after ſome eminent Bleſſing 
of Victory and Peace given to Him, and there- 
by the ſure Eſtabliſhment of his Throne, and 

the Proſpe& of à long and happy Reign over a 
free and obedient People. And poſſibly it was 
to be recited in the Publick Congregation after 
an alternate Manner; the Prieft was to go 
before in theſe Words, Rejoyce in the Lord, O ye 
righteous ;, the Quire or Congregation were to 
anſwer, For it becometh well the Fuſt to be thank- 
ful. Then the Prieſt goes on, Praiſe the Lord 
with Harp ; the People in the Quire follow, 
and ſay, Tea, ſing Praiſes unto him with the 
Lute and Inſtrument of ten Strings, The Prieſt 
reſumes his Call, Sing unto the Lord a new Song; 
the People make Conſort and ſay, Tea, fin 

Praiſes unto Him with a good Courage: And 4 
on through the whole Pſalm; by Turns and Re- 
ſponſes, enlivening, and relieving the Devotions 
of the Prieſts and the People. : 

But whatever was the Form of reciting this 
Pſalm, the Subject- Matter of it was plainly a 
General Rejoycing and Thankſgiving for the 

| | Signal 
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Signal Mercies of God. And it will the better 
recommend the Choice of it this Day, to conſider 
very briefly the Parts or chief Branches of it. 


Firſt, To celebrate the Goodneſs of God, 
and his Equity and Juſtice, in all the Diſpen- 
{ations of his Providence diſtributed to the Sons 
of Men. For the Word of the Lord is true, and 
all his Works are faithful; He loveth Righte- 
ouſneſs and Fudgment ;, the Earth is full of the 
Goodneſs of the Lord. 


Secondly, To impreſs this upon the Minds of 


People, if they are capable of any Impreſſion, 
that they. may have an awful Apprehenſion of 
the wonderful Providence and Power of God: 
Let all the earth fear the Lord: ſtand in awe of 
him all ye that dwell in the World. 

Thirdly, To magnify the Wiſdom of God in 
ſo often defeating the ſubtle Councils of our 
Enemies, and turning to nought all their Hopes 
and Expectations, all their wicked Devices 
form'd againſt us : The Lord bringeth the coun- 
ſell of the Heathen to nougbt; and maketh the 


Devices of the People to be of none effe&, and 


caſteth out the counſels of Princes. For why, 
the counſel of the Lord (hall endtrre for ever, 
and the thoughts of his Heart from Generation 


to Generation. | 


Fyurthly, To inſtil into the Hearts of the 


People a Senſe of their own Condition, to awa- 
ken them, to enlighten them, that they may 
perceive and ſee God's Infinite Mercy, and their 

own 
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own ſufficient Happineſs : Bleſſed are the Peo- 
ple whoſe God is the Lord Febovah : and bleſſed 
are the Folk that he hath choſen to him to be his 
Inheritance. EY, 

Fifthly, To poſſeſs People with a Fear of 
God, and raiſe in them the ſtricteſt Awe of his 
Omnipreſence, that he will look down upon 
their Lives and Actions, and ſee if they behave 
themſelves as a People whom he hath ſo lately 


redeemed, and who have ſo often taſted of his 
Loving-Kindneſs and Salvation. The Lord look- 


ed down from heaven, and beheld all the chil- 
dren of Men; from the habitation of his Dwel- 
ling he conſidereth all them that dwell on the 
Earth : He faſhioneth all the Hearts of them, 
and underſtandeth all their Works. 

Sixthly, To keep up a Senſe and Remem- 
brance, that however Safe and Secure they 
might think themſelves, yet their effectual Safe- 
ty would depend upon the continual Watch and 
Guard of God's Providence over them : All 
Human Policy and Force would be too little, 
without the Divine Protection and Care from 


above. There is no King that can be ſaved by 


the multitude of an Hoſt, neither is any mighty 


| Man delivered by much Strength. A Horſe is 


counted but a vain thing to 15 a Man, neither 


ſhall be deliver any Man by bis great Strength. 


" Seventhly, To lay down a Rule of God's 
Governing the World, and every Nation of it; 


that he would not long afford his Divine Pro- 
tection to any but a good and grateful People, 


ſuch 


| [ | | 
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ſuch who would make a right Uſe of his Mer. 
cies, and bring forth Fruits worthy of them. 
Behold the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
fear him, and upon them that put their truſt in 


his Mercy; to deliver their Soul from death, and 


to feed them in the day of dearth, 

Laſily, To fill the Souls of an obliged People 
with a firm Truſt and Dependence on the ſame 
good Providence of God ; that as he had already 


done ſo many gracious Works, ſo many Mira- 


cles of Mercy for them ; fo he would not with- 
out the utmoſt Provocation leave them nor- for- 
ſake them ; but would ſtill watch over them 
for good, and preſerve them as the. People 
whom he loved and cared for. Our Soul bath 
patiently tarried for the Lord; for He is our 
Help and our Shield; our Heart fhall 72 in 
hin, becauſe we have hoped in his Holy Name. 
Let thy merciful Kindneſs, O Lord, be upon 
us, like as wwe do put our truſt in thee. . 

So as in Truth, a particular Expoſition of 
this Pſalm of Thankſgiving, would include and 


direct all the Religious Duties of this ſolemn 


Thankſgiving-Day, and preſcribe the beſt el 
and Means for a due Obſervation of it; in the 
manner moſt. acceptable to God, and moſt com- 
fortable to our own Souls © 

But to be more particular, and bring our 


Thoughts nearer to our Times, let us gladly re- 
view the Providential Occaſion of our keeping 


„The 


— ” Þ 
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The Great Mercy, and under God the Foun- 
dation of all our Publick Mercies, was the eſta- 
bliſhing and ſecuring the Proteſtant Suicceſſion, 
and our being now ſafe in the Enjoyment and 
Entail of it; notwithſtanding the Attempts 
and Inſults of Riots and Tumults, and wicked 
Conſpiracies, and at laſt an open and notorious 
Rebellion, 
As our Bleſſed Reformation was made by the 
United Inclinations of King and People ; and 
was by Degrees confirm'd and eſtablith'd by 
Laws of the ſame Concurrence of the Prince, 
and all Eſtates of the Realm: So it was neceſſa- 
ry in the Nature of Things and Men, that 
there ſhould be all along a Proteſtant Head to 
guide and defend a Proteſtant Church and Na- 
tion; even a Head uniform to the Body, or 


there muſt ſoon be the moſt fatal Schiſm in that 


Body. The Fountain and the Streams muſt be 
both ſweet or bitter, 
We have had Inſtances of this Truth from 
the Beginning of our Reformation to this 
Day. | | | 6 1. | 
King Henry the VIIIth had Learning and 
Judgment too great to ſubmit without Reſerve 


to an implicit Faith, and blind Obedience to the 


See of Rome: He began therefore to break the 
Yoak in the moſt galling Part of it: He pull'd 
down the two great Pillars of Antichriſt, the 
Pope's Supremacy and Infallibility. But ſtill, not 
being fully ſatisfy'd of the Truth, or not ſuffi- 
ciently reſolved in it, he ſtood ſtill, and even 
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turned backward in the Way he had open'd to 
3 Reformation: And therefore, the Nobility 
and People were of the fame fluctuating Minds, 
neither ſick, nor ſound in the Faith; they had 
Fits, and Recoveries, and Relapſes, in their 
changeable State of Religion. 


His Son Edward the VIth carried on the 


Reformation, under a wiſe Council, to greater 
Purity, and almoſt, or altogether to Perfe&ion. 
He was truly called the young 7h. He 
purg'd away the Remains of Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, and labour'd the Settlement of a 
Scriptural Faith, and a reaſonable Worſhip. 
But being ſoon called away, he foreſaw that his 
Siſter Mary, born of- a Popiſh Mother, and 
bred up in the Bigotry of her Religion, would 
undo all the glorious Work of Reformation, 
that he had ſo well nigh accompliſhed : And 
therefore, with a ſincere and pious Intention, 
he endeavour'd to prevent her Succeſſion to the 
Crown, he laboured to ſecure a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſor. All he could do was by his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, to declare the next Relation in 


the Proteſtant Line to be his immediate Heir 


and Succeſſor, The Council approv'd the Will, 
and had that Will been confirm'd by Parlia- 
ment, the Title of Mary had been Dead in 
Law, in the Law of the Land, the laſt Reſort ; 


for they knew little, or nothing, of any Claim 
to a Divine Right of Inheritance, Indefeaſible, 
and Independent on the Supreme Power of the 


Legiſlature. 
OW But, 
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But, I fay, the Will of Edward the VIth, 
wanting that Confirmation by Law, the next 
Papiſt, Queen Mary, did, with ſome reluQan- 
cy of the People, get Poſſeſſion of the Throne: 
And ſhe ſoon made it appear, that a Popiſh 


Prince was utterly inconſiſtent with a Proteſtant 
People. She had, indeed, a great many Obli- 


gations (if any ſuch could ſuffice to reſtrain a 


Popi ſn Prince from perſecuting and deſtroying 
Hereſy) : She had, I ſay, abundant Ties and 
Obligations to maintain the Proteſtant Religion 
as ſhe found it. For ſhe found it by Law 
eſtabliſh'd, and confirm'd by Uſage, with the 
general Aſſent and Approbation of the People. 
She found the Court, and Church, and State, 
and Military Power in the Hands of Proteſtants. 


Nay, She had bound Herſelf, by ſolemn Faith 


and Promiſe to the Syffolk- Men, that She would 
never alter the Eſtabliſhment of their Proteſtant 
Religion. And indeed, She had the leſs reaſon 
to attempt a Change, becauſe She had leſs Hopes 
of Iſſue of her own Body; and in Default of 
ſuch Iſſue, her next Heir and Succeſſor was to 
be her only Siſter, the Proteſtant Princeſs Eli- 
Sabeth. But could any Bands of Conſcience or 
Honour, of Intereſt or Nature, contain her 
Paſſion of bringing in Popery with her? None 
could poſſibly reſtrain her: She broke through 
all by Force of Zeal and Arbitrary Power. 
She ſtrengthened her ſelf with the. neareſt Alli. 
ance to the Moſt Catholick Foreign Prince, and 


was then able to introduce the Supremacy of 


B 2 the 
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the Pope, and all the Abdicated Superſtitions 
and Idolatries of Rome. She brought them in 
with a Stream of innocent Blood, with all the 
Rage and Fury of Perſecution, in the Name of 
Holy Church, that is, in the moſt barbarous 
inbuman manner. Men and Women enſnar'd at 
their own Tables, betray'd in their own Houſes, 
dragg'd away to Priſons and Cole-Holes, there 
by change of Tortures provoked to abjure their 
Religion; and if they had the Conſcience and 
the Courage to refuſe, they were brought forth 
in the moſt opprobrious manner to the moſt 
cruel Death, tied to. a Stake, and burnt to 
Aſhes like an Accurſed Thing. 

Such was the Spirit of Popery, under the firſt 
Popiſh Prince after the Reformation; and of 
ſuch, or the like Nature, will 1t ever be ; the 
Athiopian will not change his Skin, nor the Leo- 


pard bis Spots. View the Chriſtian World, and 


all the Ages of it, and tell me whether Popery in 
Power, was not always, and 1n all Places, the 


fame Office of Inquiſition and Perſecution. And 


J dare ſay, if it return here, it will only bring 
more wicked Spirits with it. Its Anger will be 
more fierce, and its Wrath will be more cruel. 
Oh, its very Mercies will be cruel / 

This one Example might have been ſufficient 
to convince the People of England, that 3s a 
Proteſtant Church and Nation, they could never 


have Protection, or Safety, under a Popiſh Prince. 


But becauſe we are apt. to be a forgetful People, 
therefore God was plcaſed to refreſh our Me- 
pe mory 


7 
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mory with a Second Example, another Popiſh 


Reign, that many of us muſt well remember, 


and we ought to tell it unto the Generations to 


In the Reign of King Charles II. the Wiſdom 


of the Nation was not inſenſible of the Dangers, 


and deſtructive Conſequences of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor. They ſaw how the bare Expectation of 
ſuch a one, rais'd the Hopes and Confidence of 
the Popiſn Party, and put tliem upon the moſt 
wicked Plots and Conſpiracies; and they who 
could ſee fartheſt, had moſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
( what I doubt they had afterwards ſome Rea- 
{on to believe ) that the King's Life would be 
ſhortned, to make way for the BET TER 


CATHOLICK. 


Under theſe Melancholy Apprehenſions, the 
Wiſdom of the Nation, in ſeveral Parliaments, 
endeavoured to ſecure their Rights and Religion, 


by a Bill f Excluſion, to ſet aſide the Popiſh, 


and entail the Crown upon the next Proteſtant 
Heir. And whatever was the Diviſion upon it, 


they will be thought the beſt Patriots, and the 


beſt Profeſſors of our Religion, who went into 
that neceſſary Expedient for the common Good. 
But it pleaſed God to hinder that good Inten- 
tion, and for the Trial of the Nation, and the 


Puniſhment of their Sins, to ſuffer a Popiſh 
Prince once more to Reign over them. 


When he came to the Crown, he had all 


manner of Inducements to be content with his 


own Religion, and to maintain the Church by 
Law 


— —— —— — * — — — 
- - — — — * 
—ͤñ— — —— ww ies = a __ 


—— > Ow, rr, * 
* * — 


14 1 Thankſgiving SERMON. 


Law Eſtabliſh'd. And this indeed he promiſed 
to do, by a Solemn Declaration made in Coun- 
cil, upon his firſt Acceſſion to the Throne, and 
his Coronation Oath was to preſerve the Laws 
and Conſtitutions But what are Promiſes and 
Oaths in that Communion, where a Pope can 
Difpenſe, and a Prieſt can Abſolve? 
In a ſhort Time the Popiſh King was to have 
a new Prerogative, and a Rule of Government 
unknown to our Anceſtors, his Royal Will and 


Pleaſure. To evacuate all the Laws, he ſet 


up a Diſpenſing Power, and to maintain that 
Power, he ſet up a Standing Army, without, 
and againſt Conſent of Parliament. He regu- 
lated that Army, by bringing in Popiſh Officers, 
and whole Iriſo Troops. He placed Popiſh 


Judges upon the Bench. He ſet a Jeſuit near 


the Head of the Privy-Council. He went on 
to purge the Corporations, by turning out the 
Men of Ability and Integrity, and thruſting in 


| new and mean Creatures, for the Tools of Ty. 
ranny and Oppreſſion: And to remove all 
Obſtra&ions, a Quo Warranto was iſſued, to 


compel the Surrendry of the Ancient Charter, 
or to declare it Null and Void, and bring 
the Election of Magiſtrates to the Nomination 
of the Crown, as in this Capital City. 70 

If any Subjects offer'd to oppoſe the violent 
Tide, they were ſtopp'd by vexatious Suits, and 


loaded with exorbitant Fines. A Toleration wa 


indeed granted, without Law, and againſt | 
ho 66 ng * 
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only to divide, and break the Proteſtant Inte- 


reſt ; and to open the Gates towards France and 
Rome. The Church of England had the leaſt 
Freedom; if her Clergy preach'd againſt Popery, 
they were Silenc'd, or worle treated : If a Bi- 
ſhop would not obey an Arbitrary Order, he 
was Proſecuted, and Suſpended : If an Archbi- 
ſhop, and his Brethren, did but humbly Peti- 
tion againſt ſuch extraordinary Proceedings, 
they were Impriſon'd in the Tower, and brought 
forth to be tried as Criminals, Popiſh-Schools 
were ſet up, Maſs-Houſes were opened in every 
Town; Prieſts and Jeſuits triumph'd in their Ha- 
bits along the Streets ; nay, they got Poſſeſſion of 
the Univerſities, and of the Places of Govern- 
ment in them. A whole College was in Effe& 
diſſolved by depriving and ejecting the Preſi- 
dent, Fellows and Scholars, and aſſigning it 
over to be a Popiſh Seminary. An Eccleſiaſtical 
Commiſſion was ſet up to vex and deſtroy the 
Church. A Nuncio was brought from Rome, 
a Noble Ambaſſador was ſent thither ; Popiſh 
Biſhops were Circuiting the Kingdom; and in a 
word, we were as near to Deſtruction, as ever 
Firebrand was, when ſnatched out of the 


Fire, - 


We had indeed no Fires yet kindled, for the 
burning of us, whom they called Hereticks ; 
but that Forbearance was chiefly owing to a Re- 


peal, in the former Reign, of the Act de Here. 


tice comburendo It is likely they would have 
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got the old Writs to be current again. For it 
is well known what Cloſeting was uſed, and 
what Promiſes and Terrors, to work out 2 Par- 
liament for the Repeal of Teſt and Penal Laws 
againſt Popery, to let looſe the wild Beaſt to 
worry, and devour all the other peaceable 
Herds. 1 e 
I ſpeak thus, my Brethren for your Sake; [ 
ſpeak what I mean, and what I know; I ſpeak 
out of the Abundance of an honeſt Engliſh 
Heart, 1n a time of Need to be reminded : For 
ſurely People have forgot what Popery is ; nay, 
the Spirit of Deluſion has been working ſo far, 
| that the Ignorant and Unſtable begin to wor- 
| ſhip the Fiend, as an Angel of Light. If any 
can deny theſe Things, 1 appeal to a Thouſand 
|  FEvyesand Ears, for the Truth of them. If any 
| would juſtify theſe Things, I pray God forgive 
them. But if it be only the overlooking, and 
forgetting theſe Things, it is the more neceſſary 
to put you in Mind, and to ſtir up your Re- 
membrance of them. IE ought by every 
| Proteſtant to be had in Everlaſting Remembrance, 
| that ſuch was the laſt Popiſh Reign, and of the | 
like, or worſe Kind, muſt be any other Popith | | 
Reign, if God, for our Iniquities and Follies, 
ſhould ever viſit us with ſuch another Judgment 


't ON US. 
If Io ſpeak better Things; In the midſt of the 
| Dangers of that Popiſh Reign, there was but 
one Hope and Comfort lefr, and that was the 
Proſpect of a Proteſtant Succeſſion ; the Two 
Royal 
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Royal Daughters being Proteſtants, and Mar- 
tied to Proteſtant Princes: We were therefore, 
If poſſible, to be defeated of that one remaining 
Comfort. We were to have a Son and Heir 
paſtall Exꝑpectation in a ſtrange manner 
the very Papiſts made a Miracle of it and gave 
out their Prophecies before the Conception, and 
their confident Stories before the Birth, and 
kept away the moſt proper Witneſſes of it; and 
in ſhort, made it look ſo much like an Intrigue, 
to ſerve a Deſign, (the Deſign of entailing Po- 
pery and Slavery on theſe Kingdoms, ) that the 
far greater and wiſer Part of the Nation, did at 
that Time ſuſpe& and believe, that there was 
ſome Fraud and Impoſture in it. But tis. the 
Nature, it ſeems, of Roman Miracles, to be 


queſtion'd when they are firſt done, but after- 


wards to grow apace upon the Credulity of 
Mankind. e 1 
The juſt Abhorrence of thoſe Things, work d 


» 


out by the Help of God's Hand, the GL O- 


RIOUS REVOLUTION; a wonderful 
Deliverance of this Church and Nation ; the 
caſting off a Yoke, that we were not then able to 
bear; ſuch as our Fathers would not, and ſuch 
as our Children will not bear. e 

But the happy Inſtrument of our Deliverance, 
KING WILLIAM, and the Nobles, and 
the Repreſentatives of the People, foreſaw, that 


after a ſingle Life or Two, uncertain, our Ene- 


mies had the View of 2 Popiſh Pretender, to re- 
cover all they had loſt among us. And if that 


4 fatal 


18 A Thankſgiving 8 EK MON. 


fatal Day had come, before Proviſion made 
againſt it, our late Deliverance would have been 
nothing but an Addition and Enhancement to 
the Sorrows of our following Ruin and ,De- 
ſtruction. 

It was that neceſſary Precaution, that Dictate 
of Self- Preſervation in the Publick, that advis'd 
and ordain'd the firſt Act of Proteſtant Succeſſion 
under KING WILLI AM, toenlarge our 

[ Foundations upon a ſurer Settlement of the 
Crown upon the Proteſtant Branches of the 
Royal Family. 
| | This again was our Support and Safety. Here 
| was to be the Refuge and the Sanctuary, of this 
* Reformed Church and Nation; nay, of the 
fl whole Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe. And there- 
| fore this Act of ſettling the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
l was confirm'd and ſecur'd by other ſubſequent 
Laws, to make it ( as far as the Wiſdom. of the 
Nation could make it) a Rock that ſhould never 
be moved : Though it muſt be confeſſed, that 
if the Winds and the Waves were often beating 
upon that Rock, if poſſible to overthrow it. 
| The Intereſt of the Pretender (though inſe- 
Fl! parable from the Ruin of Church and State) 
| ſeem'd to grow conſiderable. The United Pow- 
l ers of France and Rome to ſupport his Pretenſi- 
ons; and here at Home many weak People 
| drawn in by the Wicked to run after they 
| knew not what; © As an Ox goeth to the 
1 ** Slaughter, or as a Fool to the Correction of 
| “the Stocks; or, as a Bird haſteth to the 
I! | . 
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“ Snare, not knowing that it is for his 
a | 
| The common People are the moſt to be pi- 
| tied, if they in the Body of them can be poy- 
| ſon'd with any Thoughts of the Indifference, 
| or the Innocence of Popery. In all former Ages, 
| the Dangers of Popery did ariſe from the Prince, 

or the corrupt Miniſtry, or a few other Agents 

and Tools: But the Body of the Nation, to 
their Immortal Honour, were a Fence and a 
| Bulwark againſt it. 3 
| If any general Infatuation ſhould now ſpread 
upon the Minds of the Vulgar, it muſt not be 
| thought to ariſe on the ſudden : Had I Time, I 
| could point out the Arts that have been long 


uſed, to mix and to work up this deadly 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 

| J. The firſt Craft of our Enemies, was to 

| make the ordinary People fick and weary of the 

| Revolution, and to animate ſome of their Teach- 

| ers to caſt odious Colours upon it; that ſo 

| weakening that beſt Foundation, the whole 

| Frame of our Government might the ſooner ſink 

b and fall. 15 

II. A Second Art was, to leſſen the Reputa- 

tion, and even to revile the Memory of our 

GLORIOUS DELIVERER; to re- 

preſent Him as a kind of Intruder upon us, when 

He was the Call of the Nation, and the only 
Safeguard of it; and all this to gratify the Ene- 

” mies of the Revolution, and the Proteſtant Re- 

hk J 
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ligion; and to diſcourage any other Proteſtant: 
Prince from ever coming in a like Time of 
Need, to be our Helper and Defender 
III. A Third Art of the like Nature, was to. 
miſrepreſent, and vilify the Friends of King 
WILLIAM, and the Revolution, as (I know 
not how) Diſloyal to the Queen, and Diſaf- 
fected to the Church: Some Prelates, and other 
Ciergy, ſome of the beſt Patriots among the 
Nobility, ſome of the moſt ſenſible Commons, 
to be run down as falſe Brethren, and ſuſpected 
Subjects, when they were moſt faithful to the 
Honour of Her Majefly, and to the Peace and. 
Security of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. What End. 


could thoſe Calumnies ſerve, but thoſe of the 


Pretender, and the Popiſh Faction? To make 
the Philiſtines Rejoice, and the Daughters of the: 


Uncircumciſed to Triumph. 


IV. 4 Fourth Art was to reſtore ſome ex- 


ploded Notions of Abfolute Submiſſion. and. 


Obedience without Reſerve, and ſuch other odd 
Profeſſions of Political Faith, as could be only, 
ſerviceable to a Tyrant and Oppreſſor, and 
would certainly fail a good or a bad Prince, if 
he truſted to them. The Authors and Abetters. 


of thoſe laviſh Principles, did one Thing ho- 


neſtly, they gave Warning that Nature would. 
Rebel againſt Principle, and we have ſeen it 
with our Eyes. It was, however, a good Stra- 
tagem in the Papiſts, to let us tie up our own 
Hands, and Feet, that they might have us faſt. 


bound for a Sacrifice to their Altars and idols. 


„ po 


\. 
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.. V. A Fifth crafty Device was to fet up 2 
new Cry for Hereditary Right, and Lineal Suc- 
ceſſion, and Proximity of Blood, and this Right 
Divine and Indefeaſible, when they could not 
make Senſe of it in the Prince then Reigning, 
and the only Senſe could be in favour of the 


Pretender, and to ſtamp the Image and Super: 


ſcription of Divinity upon an Idol that was 
Nothing. And whereas, it was once Treafon, 
to deny that the Queen, Lords, and Commons, 
could alter and fettle the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, it was now a kind of Hereſy to be- 
0-5 | 
. VI. Another crafty Imagination was to tam- 
per with the Doctrines of our Reformed Church, 
and to make them ſpeak, as it were, in an un- 
knoun Tongue, to correſpond the better with 
the Church of Rome. Upon this View in the 
prime Leaders, the Church of England was ele- 
vated above the Supreme Head and Governor 
of it : Then the ſame Church was to be made 
independent on the State, which might natu- 
rally introduce the Supremacy of one or many 
Popes. - Then the Reformed Churches were to 


be Unchurched, as wanting an eſſential of Chri- 


ſtian .Communion : Nay, the Foreign Prote- 
ſtants were to be no Chriſtians, their Baptiſm 
was to be Invalid, and their Salvation not to 
be by ordinary Means, but to be peradventure 
by unbounded and uncovenanted Mercy; with 


many other new Pretenſions; ſuch as contend- 
ing for a Sacrifice in the Lord's Supper, and for 


an 
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an Altar, and a Prieſt, and an Oblation, not 
much inferior to the Maſs ; then prefling the 
Neceſſity of a particular Confeſſion to the Prieſt, 
and giving him the Power of a poſitive Ab ſolu- 
tion; and aſſerting a Middle State of Souls de- 
parted, and allowing ſome Efficacy in Prayers 


for them, with many other fond Conceits, for 


the moſt part invented and retained by the Pa- 
piſts, but long ſince rejected and condemn'd by 
our Reformers, and by all the ſounder part of 
Chriſtendom. All which Affectations of coming 
nearer unto Popery, could have no Uſe or Con- 
ſequence in them, but to bring Popery nearer 
unto us, in diſhonouring and weakening, and by 
degrees ſubverting the whole Reformation. 
cannot enumerate the many other fraudu- 
lent Devices of our Adverfaries to corrupt the 
Minds of our People, and to caft them into 
dead Sleep and Dreams, to be ſtupid under 
real Evils, and to ſtart from imaginary Dangers, 
and to lead them on by other Steps of Deluſi- 
on, to believe and disbelieve as their Maſters 
would dictate to them, to take up the moſt in- 
credible Stories on the one Hand, and to deny 
the plaineſt Facts on the other, in a continual 
Maze and Confuſion, that they might not be 
able to judge for themfelves, but at laſt be wil- 
ling and worthy to receive a Popiſh Pretender, 
and all the Impoſtures of Popery with him. 
But by the Bleſſing we this Day commemo- 
rate, the Bleſſing of God upon His Majeſties 
Councils and Arms, in ſuppreſſing the ny 
5 natural 
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natural Rebellion; the Net is broken, -and'we 
are delivered in ſuch a Manner, that I cannot 


but ſeriouſly confeſs, there is a great e oak We 
Hand of God viſible in it. 


1. It was firſt, a mighty Providence, tliat no 
Adverſary could break through the Strengt h of 
the Prote ſtant Succeſſion; that no Arms root 
would proſper in that Deſign, and that all ſecret 
Machinations were diſappointed here it Home, 
and brought to nought: No Repealing, no fru- 
ſtrating the Legal Title of that Illuſtrious and 
Royal Houſe, that now enjoys and adorns the 
Crown. ' 

It was a good Pr Ev of God, that in the 
decline of * former Reign, and near the De- 


miſe of Her who had been Glorious in tlie 


greateſt Part of it; the Confederates in Manage- 
ment fell into the greateſt Diviſions and Con- 
vulſions among themſelves; which however fa- 
tal beyond their Intentions, had ſtill a happy 
Effect in hindering the ſpeedy Execution of 


any ill Deſign, and leaving them! in th utmoſt 
Diſconcert and Confuſion. 


III. The Conſequence of this was þ atacher! 
good Providence, that having no Principle of 
Unity, they could not ſoon recover the Maze 


and Diſtraction they were in: and Whatever 


were their Inclinations or Wiſhes, they could 


not poſſibly make any Meaſures: of Rebellion 
to bear; till his Majeſty was peaceably "ſeated 


on the Throne, and the Laws and Adhiniſtra. 
. 2410 | tion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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tion were in Courſe and Order. For could they; 
in ſpite of our Conſtitution, have made a kind 
of Interregnum, it had been almoſt as dangerous 
as to have filled the Throne with a Popiſh Pre- 
tender. 

IV. It was again a ſpecial Providencs, that the 
Rebellion at laſt was not owing to any. Arbitra- 
ry Power of the King, to any Invaſion of the 
Rights of the Church, to any the leaſt Oppreſ- 
ö | fon of the People, which uſed always to be 
| the Caſe in raiſing and fomenting Civil and In- 

teſtine Wars: ; But was owing to, What? To 
| pure Popery in ſome,andin others to a cauſeleſs 
| Madneſs ; or in the Beſt, to Ambition, Diſap- 
pointment, Revenge, and the Fear of being cal- 
| led to Juſtice for their former Crimes and Mic 
ö 


demeanors. 

V. It was a wiſe Permiſſion of Providinae i in 
the Iſſue of Things, that a great many of the 
| Chiefs and Leaders in the Rebellion had firſt 
1 taken the Oaths to His Majeſty King GEORGE; 
1 and had ſome of them ri Angry, in Places of 
. Truſt and Authority under Him, that ſo their 
1 Ingratitude and Falſhood might be made mani- 
* feſt to the World; and the Cauſe might not 
| | expect to proſper, when it had the Weight of 
{| 


Perfidy and Perjury, added to that of Treaſon 
LW . and Rebellion. * I 
WW 5 VI. It was another Sad Providence; that the 
1 Idol they ſer up, was, and would be a PAPIST 
il | | undiſguis d, ſo Bred, and ſo Inur'd. to Obſtina- 
Y that he would not 2 or ſo much as 
. diſſemble 
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diſſemble the Bigottry of that Religion. He 
would never profeſs our Faith, communicate 
with our Church, nor ſo much as promiſe to 
defend either of them. If that Omiſſion was 
owing not to the want of Demand in others, 
but to his own ſturdy Reſolution; it was, I ſay, 
the more Providemtia! for us; for had Conſci- 


ence or Senſe brought him off, our Danger of 


being undone by him, had been infinitely 
greater. | 5 
VII. It was a farther Step in the ways of 
Providence, that when the Rebellion began to 
work, that Neighbour Monarch was ſnatch'd 
away, who was depended on for the Promoter 
and Supporter of that deſperate Cauſe. Had he 
liv'd in the Peace and Strength we gave him, 
no one/doubts how much he would have in- 
creas'd our Troubles. But his Death, at that 
—_— was a Damp and Diſturbance 
to the form'd Deſign of bringiſig in a Creature 
of that Court, bred in it, addicted to it, to 
enable him to pay for his Education, and for 
— other Demand, upon what they would have 

% 79 579.1 oo oe at 

VII. It was the like remarkable Providence, 


that upon the breaking out of theſe Flames 


Rebellion, the Roman Catholick Princes Sake 


werte either in à firm Alliance,” or afraid to come 
to an open Rupture Win us. For wheti the 


our ſelres, could it have been ſuppotted by 2h 
forinidadle Invaſion” from Abroad, we 


D have 


. 


TIED 
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have been in the-moſt apparent Danger of Ruin, 
or at leaſt of the. moſt lingring and laſting Ca- 
lamities. 

IX. It was a Providence not to be deſp is'd, 
to ſee that Two ſuch different Intereſts, as Fit 
of the open Papiſts, and the high Profeſſors of 
another Church, were combined and united in 
this Rebellion. For it is of good Service to 


prove, that 97 were before too well agree d; 


and to admoniſh, that they keep hereafter at a 
greater Diſtance, and not be ſo forward to truſt 
and betray one another. 


X. It was a wonderful des that ho | 


ſo many Riots and Tumults in City and Coun- 


try, the artful Preludes and Eſſays of Rebel- 
lion, no Face of an Army could appear, but in 
the remoter Parts of our Iſland, where Concert 
and Communication were not ſo eaſy to be held: 
And that the other Sparks of Rebellion _ 
were to be blown up nearer to us, and perh 
all about us, were ſmothered before they: COL d 


flame out. For had the Train taken in all the 


Places wherein it was laid; had the Fire broke 


forth in the midſt of us, and all around us.; we 


could not have eſcaped the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion, and muſt have dern a e near unto 


Deſtruction. $7 100 


XI. It was another Signal 5 2 Wk that 
when. the Rebel Arm — to want no- 
thing but a pretende "King at the Head of 


7 — that Pretender was ſo long in coming to 


. Such early Proſpect, ſuch eager Ex- 
Q en, 
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pectations, and yet ſuch a ſlow Appearance of 
him : Not all the Rebellious Forces were 
ſeparated, and weakened; nay, not till the 
Body of them were broken and put to Flight. 
So that he came as it were out of Time, when 
the Seaſon of Succeſs wes over, or elſe we had 
been put into much greater Jeopardy of our 
Lives, Liberties, and Religion. 
XII. It was as kind a Providence, that after 
7 long Expectation, he did at laſt come unto them, 
if only to prove what he was among them; that 
People might ſee and believe what a Figure he 
was able to make, what Courage, what Con- 
duct, what victorious Progreſs! Rather what 
rigid Popery, what abject Spirit, what haſty 
| Flight! Such the whole Behaving, that a wiſe 
| Man would think it was happy he was once 
there, to cure weak People of their Fondnels, 
and to leave few or none of them deſirous to 

ſee him again. & 1-4. BH 

XIII. It was a conſummate Providence, that 

at the ſame Time the Cloud was diſperſed in the 
Northern Parts, the Remains and Dregs of it in 
the South were entirely broken, by the Expe- 
dition and Reſolution of His Majeſties braveſt 
Officers and Troops: So that Serenity 'and 
Glory at once refreſhed, and made glad the 
whole United Kingdom. 

There were a great many other Steps of Di- 
vine Providence, I think, fo very evident and 
remarkable, in the ſuppreſſing of this Unnatural 

Rebellion; that every good Proteſtant muſt take 

it for an undeniable * was of God's _ 55 

2 an 
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and Care of his Servant, our Dread Seventies 
KingGEORGE, and of God's Defence. and 
3 of the Churches and Nations com- 
mitted to his Charge. 

And ſhall we not Rejoicæ now, if we would 
be thought Rightequ, or be ready to do the 
Thing that is An and Right? Does it not well 
become the Juſt to be thantful? Is it not the 
greateſt Injuſtice to God, to be a People whom 
he hath once more redecined, and yet ſtil not a 
People ſenſible and grateful > 

Let the KIN Gn rejoice ih thy Salvation, and 
all the fruitful Vine of his Houſe; and all the 
tender Branches of it; God hath cared for the 
Vine, which his own right Hand hath Planted, 
and- by his Blelling r tall flouriſh and abids 
for ever.. 

Let the Two Houſy be now als re- 
turning their joint Praiſes: and 1 
for the common Deliverance; that they are 
ſecured in the Conſtitution of Parliaments, that 
they have a Title to their own: Birth- Rights, 
that they repreſent. 4 Free People, that they 
have a Portion of Sloppinels for their Children 8 
Childee. 

I need not recommend Jon atid Ghadneſs to 
any that are wel haffected to their KING and 
Governors, to His only Lawful and Rightful 
Title, to His Wiſe, pn Juſt, and Merciful Ad- 
miniſtration. Their Hearts are full of Joy : 
Methinks I ſee. Jer a: ee honeſt Coun- 


ne | 
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Whom then ſhould I exhort to rejoyce upon 
the ſuppreſſing of this Rebellion ? Even them 
that rais'd it ; even the Enemies of our Peace, 
the Diſaffe&ed, the Murmurers, the Seditious, 
the very Rebels have reaſon to rejoyce at their 
own Diſappointment, If it ſounds like a Para- 
dox, tis really true. Te 


1. The Papiſts (or Catholicks as they call 
themſelves) ought to ſhew themſelves glad that 
the Rebellion is ſo ſoon over: For had it gone 
on to a long Inteſtine War, they muſt have an- 
ſwered for all the Blood, and other dreadf; 

_ Conſequences of it; and when they had been 

at laſt ſubdued, they muſt have been utterly 
ſuppreſs'd,as a Party abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the Peace and Safety of this Proteſtant Church. 
and Nation . e 

2. The Non-Furors, and profeſs d Enemies to 
our Eſtabliſhment ever ſince the happy Revoluti- 
on, ought to rejoice, that they have eſcaped 
the Snares of Popery and Slavery laid for them, 
Had the Rebellion ſucceeded, they had only 
been the Tools in other Hands, to be thrown. 
aſide with Contempt, when all the Work was 
over. NE þ oy 
3. Thoſe who ſubmitted to the prefent Ga- 
vernment, and acted a while under it, and were 
ſworn to it, and then took up Arms for the Per- 
ſon they had abjur d, they truly have reaſon to 
be joyful and thankful, that the Deſign did not 
proſper. For, What muſt have been the Re- 
13 q _ 
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ward of their Folly and Wickedneſs, if they had 
carried Succeſs with them? If their own Con- 
ſciences had never recoil'd upon them for their 
Ingratitude and Perjury, yet they muſt have 
been deteſted by Thouſands of the preſent Ge- 
neration; and thought Accurſed by Poſterity ; 
and perhaps their own new Maſters would have 
reviled them, and have been afraid to truſt 
4. Thoſe above all others, who in the Name 
and high Pretenſion of the Church, had been 
| made inſtrumental in a Change for Popiſh Go- 
ql | vernment; they ought to  rejoyce, that they 
| | mr eſcaped the greateſt Infamy and Loſs. In- 
lf ; 


Y, it would have been for ever in the Name 
| of the Church to have diſſolw d the Foundati- 
1 * it: And a grievous Loſs it muſt have 
| n.. , to have ſeen themſelves deprived under a 
| Popiſh Succeſſor, of all that their Forefathers 
| contended for, and all that their Children in 


| 
ain would wiſh for. 1615 | 
| 5. And laſtly; The Multitude of Common 
| People (ſome of them well-meaning) that by 
— 1 the Arts of Miſſionaries, and evil Miniſters, 
0 1 have had their Heads turned, and in effect their 
lj | Eyes put out, to be made the mechanical Tools 
| | of Sedition and Rebellion ; if they are yet ſcn- 
4 ſible, they have great reaſon to rejoyce that 
| they are delivered. from their own Winz 
and from the erafty Devices of thoſe who muſt 


firſt raiſe a Madneſs among the People, _— 
e ova: 5 hey 


F 
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they can hope to thruſt them into dark Places, 
and put Chains and Fetters on them. : 

Alas! Tf the whole Body of a Nation could 
be. poſleſſed with an Evil Spirit, and will run 


down. ſteep Places, and will overwhelm them- 
ſelves in deep Waters, Who can help it? Who 


will hereafter pity them? And who knows that 
God will ever again deliver them? 


It is my Duty however, to warn and admo- 
niſh All, as T have often done, and do again, 


with an honeſt Mind, and a firm Affection and 


Duty to our King, our Church, and Country ; 


to warn, and admoniſh All, that they be not 


drawn headlong into Riots and Tumults in the 
Streets, ſo to be Liſted and Diſciplin'd for In- 
ſurrect ions and Rebellions : That they do not 
diſtinguiſh themſelves with the fooliſh Badges 
of an inſolent and abandoned Faction. But that 
they bleſs God for a riſing Credit, and an im- 
proving Trade in this City. That at leaſt they 

udy to be quiet, and to do their own erh 
4 follow after Peace, and the T hings that 
make for Pe ace. | 
I leave with you my Opinion, That one more 
Rebellion, if it do not undo the whole Nation, 


will certainly undo all Perſons, and all Parties 


concerned 1n It. ; 
cannot be much afraid of the Nation; it 


was a wiſe Saying of a Stateſman, that a Nation 


would not be undone, whatever became of Per- 


ſons and Parties in it. 


There 
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There is a Merit in our Cauſe, there is a 
Weight i in our King, there is every "Thing that 
anſwers that noble Expreſſion in the firſt Leſſon 
of this Day; For their Rock is not as our Rock, 
our Enemies themſelves being Judges, Deut. xxxii. 

Rejoyce in the Lord, O ye Righteous : for i 
becongth well che J to be Thankful, | 
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